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Preface to the 2025 Newsletter  
 
This is the sixth newsletter issued by SAAS intended to outline the “state of the field” of North 
American Studies in Sweden. It contains information on academic activities by people working at 
or being affiliated with a Swedish university or institute of higher education or working as 
independent scholars in Sweden. The information was gathered in April and May 2025 with the 
help of association members who responded to a call for contributions. 

Kim took over as president in the Fall of 2024, succeeding Jenny Bonnevier, whose great 
dedication and hard work over the previous years have propelled SAAS to become an active and 
well-functioning organization, providing the ever-growing and polyphonic field of American 
Studies scholarship in Sweden with a prominent forum for civil debate and intellectual exchange, 
a feat that in many ways runs counter to recent developments in the relationship between US 
politics and academia. The increasingly polarized and fragmented landscape of ideas was a 
central theme—both within the brilliant keynotes and panels, and in the many informal 
conversations—at the Twelfth Biennial SAAS Conference, elegantly hosted by David Östlund 
and his colleagues at Södertörn University. A heartfelt thank you to Jenny and David for your 
important contributions.  

The newsletter also provides a record of edited volumes, journal articles, several chapters in 
edited volumes, and other publications by SAAS-members and other Swedish scholars in our 
field during 2024. We want the newsletter to be a fair reflection of the field, both in terms of 
who you are, and what you are doing, so don’t forget to share. The newsletter editors would also 
be very happy to receive ideas for how we can make it easier and more convenient for SAAS-
members to contribute. Please email with your suggestions! 

Kim Khavar Fahlstedt, President of SAAS and Karin M Danielsson, Vice President of SAAS.   

kim.khavar-fahlstedt@oru.se   karin.molander.danielsson@mdu.se 

  

  

mailto:kim.khavar-fahlstedt@oru.se
mailto:karin.molander.danielsson@mdu.se
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The SAAS board 2024-2026 

Kim Khavar Fahlstedt, Örebro University (President) 
Karin Molander Danielsson, Mälardalen University (Vice-President) 

Marie Bennedahl, Linnaeus University (Secretary) 
Chloé Avril, University of Gothenburg (Treasurer) 
David Östlund, Södertörn University (Secretary) 

Fredrik Svensson, Gävle University 
Erik Thosteman, Uppsala University 

Leyla Belle Drake, Uppsala University (Deputy Board Member) 
Lucia Hodgson, Linnaeus University (Deputy Board Member) 

 
 

Publications 

Monographs 
Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Oland: Sveriges Glömda Hollywoodstjärna. Stockholm: Appell förlag, 2024. 

Edited volumes 
Bonnevier, Jenny, and Adam Hjorthén, eds. “Teaching American Studies in the Nordic 
Countries,” special issue of American Studies in Scandinavia 56, no. 2, 2024. 

Hjorthén, Adam, Sönke Kunkel and Leonie Werle, eds. “Humanitarian Memories in German-
American Relations,” special issue of Journal of Transatlantic Studies 22, no. 3, 2024. 

Journal articles 
Bonnevier, Jenny, Adam Hjorthén, and Christin Mays. “Teaching American Studies in Sweden: 
Navigating an Archipelagic Field.” American Studies in Scandinavia 56, no. 2 (2024): 47–56. 
https://doi.org/10.22439/asca.v56i2.7374. 

Bonnevier, Jenny, and Adam Hjorthén. “Teaching American Studies in the Nordic Countries: 
An Introduction.” American Studies in Scandinavia 56, no. 2 (2024): 1–8. 
https://doi.org/10.22439/asca.v56i2.7369 . 

Bonnevier, Jenny and Mark Soderstrom. “Interview: On N.K. Jemisin and Speculative Fiction as 
a Liberatory Space.” Socialism and Democracy 36, no. 3 (2024): 135–49. 

Drakman, Annelie. “The ‘Seductive Scientist’: The Emergence of a New Persona Centred on 
Virility and Joy in Twentieth-Century Scientific Memoirs.” Notes and Records of the Royal Society no. 
77 (2024): 1–23.  doi:10.1098/rsnr.2023.0051 

https://doi.org/10.22439/asca.v56i2.7374
https://doi.org/10.22439/asca.v56i2.7369
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Hjorthén, Adam, and Adam Kaul. “Refracting Roots: White Ethnic Heritage and Political 
Identification in Contemporary United States. Autocracy and Democracy 22, no. 1 (2024): 11–15. 
https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-
Past-August-Newsletter.pdf 

Hjorthén, Adam, Sönke Kunkel and Leonie Werle.“Introduction: Humanitarian Memories in 
German-American Relations.” Journal of Transatlantic Studies 22, no. 3 (2024): 167–177. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/s42738-024-00128-0. 

Svensson, Fredrik. “Symbolism and Allegory in the Works of Cormac McCarthy.” The Cormac 
McCarthy Journal 22, no. 2 (2024): 184–193. 

Chapters in edited volumes 
Fahlstedt, Kim Khavar, and Daniela Treveri Gennari. “Ticket Whistles and Football Scores: 
Auditory Ecology, Memory and the Cinema Experience in 1950s Gothenburg and Bari.” In The 
Palgrave Handbook of Comparative New Cinema Histories, edited by Daniela Treveri Gennari, Lies Van 
de Vijver, and Pierluigi Ercole. Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2024. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-38789-0_13. 

Sundman, Alice. “Secrecy and Exposure in Toni Morrison’s Paradise.” In The Politics of 
Transparency in Modern American Fiction: Fear, Secrecy, and Exposure, edited by Sascha Pöhlmann and 
Paula Martín-Salván. Rochester, N Y: Camden House, 2024. 

Book reviews 
Fahlstedt, Kim Khavar. Review of Ink-Stained Hollywood: The Triumph of the American Cinema’s Trade 
Press, by Eric Hoyt. (University of California Press, 2022). Early Popular Visual Culture 22, no. 1 
(January 2, 2024): 115–18. https://doi.org/10.1080/17460654.2024.2314374 . 

Hjorthén, Adam. Review of As Legend Has It: History, Heritage, and the Construction of Swedish 
American Identity, by Jennifer Attebery. (University of Wisconsin Press, 2023). American Studies in 
Scandinavia 56, no. 1 (2024): 72–74. https://doi.org/10.22439/asca.v56i1.7170 

Thosteman, Erik. Review of As Legend Has It: History, Heritage, and the Construction of Swedish 
American Identity, by Jennifer Attebery. (University of Wisconsin Press, 2023). Nordic Journal of 
Migration Research 14, no 2 (2024). 

Miscellaneous 
Blanck, Dag, and Adam Hjorthén, “Valet står mellan USA som idé eller etnisk gemenskap,” DN 
Debatt, Dagens Nyheter, September 2, 2024. 

https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-Past-August-Newsletter.pdf
https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-Past-August-Newsletter.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1057/s42738-024-00128-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-38789-0_13
https://doi.org/10.1080/17460654.2024.2314374
https://doi.org/10.22439/asca.v56i1.7170
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Hjorthén, Adam, “Två helt olika berättelser avgör presidentvalet I USA,” DN Debatt, Dagens 
Nyheter 23 January 2024. 

Sundman, Alice. “Toni Morrison, Chesapeake Bay, Northeast Maryland.” The New Territory 
Magazine, online section Literary Landscapes, vol. 15 (2024), 
https://newterritorymag.com/literary-landscapes/toni-morrison-chesapeake-bay/. 

New Appointments 

Bonnevier, Jenny. Appointed “Docent” in English, Örebro University, February 1, 2024. 

Drake, Leyla Belle. Part-time lecturer, Swedish Institute of North American Studies, Dept. of 
English, Uppsala University, November 1, 2024. 

Dissertation defense 

Anderson, Claire M. “White, Yellow, and Bluegrass: Music, Trauma, and Amerika in the Swedish 
Imagination.” PhD Diss., University of Washington, 2024. Committee: Patricia Shehan 
Campbell, Christina Sunardi, Shannon Dudley. 

Drake, Leyla Belle. “Any Witness Competent to Testify: Witnessing Practices at the 1967 Russell 
Tribunal on American War Crimes in Vietnam.” PhD Diss., Dept. of History of Science and 
Ideas, Uppsala University, 27 September 2024. Opponent: Dr Emma Kuby. 

Funding and Awards 

Drakman, Annelie, Helge Ax:son Johnson, grant for finishing “Fun in Physics” manuscript. 

Hjorthén, Adam, “A More Perfect Union? Public Scholarship and the United States Constitution 
in a Polarized Society.” Democracy and Higher Education Research Program, Uppsala 
University, 501 000 SEK (2024-2025). 

Hjorthén, Adam, “Refracted Roots: Swedish-American Heritage in a Polarized Society.” Åke 
Wiberg foundation, 150 000 SEK (2025-2026). 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Oland: Sveriges Glömda Hollywoodstjärna. Augustpriset, nominated for best 
non-fiction. 

https://newterritorymag.com/literary-landscapes/toni-morrison-chesapeake-bay/
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Thosteman, Erik, Forskningsvistelse vid University of Chicago, Department of History. Jan 
Wallanders och Tom Hedelius stiftelse, 125 000SEK.  

Thosteman, Erik, Gästrike-Hälsinge nation, Göransson-Sandviken resestipendium, 35 000 SEK. 

Troy, Maria Holmgren, “The Gendered Anthropocene,” EAAS Women’s Network Symposium 
2025. Magnus Bergvalls stiftelse, 45 000 SEK. 

Troy, Maria Holmgren, “The Gendered Anthropocene,” EAAS Women’s Network Symposium 
2025. Åke Wibergs stiftelse, 50 000 SEK. 

Ongoing research in American Studies 

Bonnevier, Jenny, Hominid Ecologies and Transspecies Kinship: Imagining Livable Worlds in 
(Post)apocalyptic Presents. 

Danielsson. M. Karin, An Animal Studies Approach to Naturalism, Frank Norris and Jack 
London. 

Hjorthén, Adam (together with Adam Kaul), Refracted Roots: Swedish-American Heritage in a 
Polarized Society. 

Hjorthén, Adam, A More Perfect Union: Public Scholarship and the U.S. Constitution in a 
Polarized Society. 

Thosteman, Erik, Immigrants in Ink: Swedish-American Newspapers in Chicago and 
Constructions of Race, Class, and Gender, 1860-1920 (Dissertation project). 

Troy, Maria Holmgren, Adaptations of Octavia E. Butler’s Works.  

 

 

Conferences, seminars and lectures 

Conferences organized  
Svensson, Fredrik (co-organizer with Studies in American Naturalism, Anita Duneer, and Hannah 
Huber). “Teaching American Literary Naturalism in the 21st Century.” Gävle University, 
October 17–18, 2024. 
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Thosteman, Erik. “Swedish-American Workers: Race and Gender in the Chicago Labor Market 
around the Turn of the 20th Century.” Research seminar at the department of Language, 
Religion, and History of Science and Ideas, University of Gothenburg, April 24, 2024. 

Thosteman, Erik. “The Language of Race, or the Racialization of Language: Discourses of 
Assimilation, Language, and anti-Catholicism in Swedish-American Newspapers in Chicago, 
1878-1910.” The Reproduction of Race and Racial Ideologies Working Group, University of 
Chicago, November 15, 2024. 

Thosteman, Erik. “The Swedish-American Worker.” Transnational Approaches to Modern 
Europe Workshop, University of Chicago, November 20, 2024. 

Conference presentations 
Avril, Chloé. “‘Learning from the words of [fictional] others’: Teaching U.S. history through 
fiction in the English as a foreign language classroom.” Maple Leaf and Eagle Conference in North 
American Studies. Helsinki, May 14-17, 2024. 

Avril, Chloé. “‘Burned into my memory’: Developing historical consciousness through the 
graphic memoir.” Twelfth Biennial Conference of the Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). 
Södertörn University, Stockholm, October 3-4, 2024. 

Bonnevier, Jenny. “Studying American Literature in a Glocal Context.” Twelfth Biennial Conference 
of the Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). Södertörn University, Stockholm, October 3-
4, 2024. 

Danielsson, Karin M. “An Animal Studies Approach to Naturalism and Jack London.”  The 
Teaching American Literary Naturalism in the 21st Century symposium. Gävle University, October 17-
18, 2024. 

Danielsson, Karin M. “Trans-Species Affect in The Octopus.” Twelfth Biennial Conference of the 
Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). Södertörn University, October 3-4, 2024. 

Drake, Leyla Belle. “The Moral Perpetrator: Veteran Testimony and Subversive Solidarities.” 
Between Good and Evil: Interdisciplinary Explorations of Human Possibilities. Centre for Integrated 
Research on Culture and Society (CIRCUS), Uppsala University, December 16, 2024. 

Drake, Leyla Belle. “The Origins of the Pentagon Papers: A Speculative Proposal.” Twelfth 
Biennial Conference of the Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). Södertörn University, 
October 3-4, 2024. 

Drakman, Annelie. “Fun in Physics: Richard Feynman’s self-presentations.” Niels Bohr Archive, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, April 9, 2024 
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Hjorthén, Adam. “‘A More Perfect Union’? Public Scholarship and the US Constitution in a 
Polarized Society.” Twelfth Biennial Conference of the Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). 
Södertörn University, October 3-4, 2024. 

Hjorthén, Adam. “Refracting Roots: Swedish Ethnicity and Political Polarization in the United 
States Today.” Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies Conference, Seattle, WA, May 10-12, 
2024. 

Hjorthén, Adam. “Memories of Migration.” Experiencing American Democracy Kick-Off 
Symposium, University of Oslo, April 24, 2024. 

Hodgson, Lucia. “S. M. Swenson: Swedish Settler and Slaver in Nineteenth-Century Texas.” 
SASS: Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Seattle, WA, 2024. 

Hodgson, Lucia. “Swedish Slaver Settlers and the Plantation in the Texas Republic.” Settlement 
and Dispossession Entangled Workshop, Umeå University, 2024. 

Hodgson, Lucia. “Swedish-Texan Plantation Literature: The Letters of S. M. Swenson.” Twelfth 
Biennial Conference of the Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). Södertörn University, 
October 3-4, 2024. 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. “The Patria Affair: Warner Oland, W.R. Hearst and the 1917 American-
Japanese Diplomatic Crisis.” Stockholm, 2024. 

Svensson, Fredrik. “‘Rote, mechanical movement’: How to Teach Agency with Ling Ma’s 
Ambivalent Neo-Naturalism.” The Teaching American Literary Naturalism in the 21st Century 
symposium. Gävle University, October 17-18, 2024. 

Thosteman, Erik. “Constructing Swedish-American Workers and Consumers: Racialization and 
Genderization of Swedes in the Chicago Labor Market, 1890-1910.” Arbetarrörelsens 
forskarnätverk, Stockholm, April 18-19, 2024 

Troy, Maria Holmgren. “Adapting Octavia E. Butler’s Kindred in the Twenty-First Century.” 
Twelfth Biennial Conference of the Swedish Association of American Studies (SAAS). Södertörn University, 
October 3-4, 2024. 

Troy, Maria Holmgren. “Unsettling Settlers in Native American Novels: Louise Erdrich’s The 
Sentence and Diane Wilson’s The Seed Keeper.” European Association for American Studies Conference, 
München, April 4-6 2024. 

Troy, Maria Holmgren. Keynote: “Towards More-than-Human Relationalities?: Octavia Butler’s 
Fiction as ‘Companion Species’ to Theory.” Symposium: Conceptualizing More-than-Human 
Relationalities,” Bergische Universität Wuppertal, November 21-23, 2024. 
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Courses and Teaching 

Gävle University 
Survey Course in American Literature, 7.5 credits. 

Karlstad University 
Troy, Maria Holmgren, African American Women’s Novels, MA level, ISLI/English, 7.5 credits. 

Troy, Maria Holmgren, Dystopia and Apocalypse, MA level, ISLI/English, 7.5 credits. This course 
includes seminars on American fiction written by Octavia E. Butler and Peter Heller. 

Troy, Maria Holmgren, Science Fiction and Intercultural Encounters, MA level, ISLI/English, 7.5 
credits. This course includes seminars on American SF written by H.P. Lovecraft, Ray Bradbury, 
Joanna Russ, Octavia E. Butler, Nnedi Okorafor, and Jeff Vandermeer. 

Mälardalen University 
American Literature and Ecocriticism, C-level, UKK: Languages and Literature, 7,5 credits. 

Narrative and Theory, Advanced level, UKK: Languages and Literature, 7,5 credits. Course 
literature includes works by U.S. scholars and authors Porter H Abbott, James Phelan, Toni 
Morrison, and others. 

University of Gothenburg 
Literary Studies – Specialization course focused on Contemporary American Literature, C-level, 
7,5 credits. 

Uppsala University 
Drake, Leyla Belle, American Media Cultures, A-level, Dept. of English, 7,5 HEC.  

Drake, Leyla Belle et al., Courses at SINAS 

Örebro University 
Bonnevier, Jenny, Speculative Fiction and Climate Justice: Imagining Futures, Advanced level, 
Department of Humanities, Education, and Social Sciences, 7.5 credits. The fictional texts 
studied are almost exclusively North American and many of the issues raised focus on work 
done in indigenous and Black American contexts. 
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Media appearances and Other contributions 

Borg, Martin. Släkthistoria, 3. ”Från svensk till amerikan” (2025): xx-xx 

Hjorthén, Adam. Appearances in news outlets in relation to the 2024 US elections and its 
aftermath, including in Dagens Nyheter, Svenska Dagbladet, Expressen, Aftonbladet, SVT, Sveriges 
Radio, and YLE. 

Hjorthén, Adam. P3 historia. “Abraham Lincoln,” February 1, 2024 

Hjorthén, Adam. Bildningsbyrån UR. “George Washington – en nation blir till.” October 25, 
2024. 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. SVT Nyheter. “Bortglömd svensk filmstjärna castades som “filmasiat” i 
Hollywood’s barndom.” November 25, 2024. https://www.svt.se/kultur/bortglomd-svensk-
filmstjarna-blev-hollywoods-forsta-yellowface. 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. DN.se. Stiskalo, Sandra. “Warner Oland – Sveriges Okända 
Hollywoodstjärna.” June 27, 2024. https://www.dn.se/kultur/sveriges-okanda-
hollywoodstjarna-warner-oland-var-sa-otroligt-mycket-storre-an-stellan-skarsgard-ar/ 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Sveriges Radio. “Ny bok sätter ljus på Bjurholms ‘bortglömda’ filmstjärna” 
- P4 Västerbotten.” July 6, 2024. https://www.sverigesradio.se/artikel/ny-bok-satter-ljus-pa-
bjurholms-bortglomda-filmstjarna. 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Nerikes Allehanda. “Han är Sveriges bortglömda Hollywoodstjärna.” 
November 3, 2024. https://www.na.se/2024-11-03/kims-bok-har-nominerats-till-augustpriset/ 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. TT. “Ny bok om en av Sveriges största Hollywoodstjärnor – som glömts 
bort | Örebro universitet.” Accessed May 20, 2025. 
https://via.tt.se/pressmeddelande/3466397/ny-bok-om-en-av-sveriges-storsta-
hollywoodstjarnor-som-glomts-bort?publisherId=3236907&lang=sv 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Folkbladet. “Ny bok: Bortglömda Hollywoodstjärnan från Bjurholm.” 
May 19, 2024. https://www.folkbladet.nu/2024-05-19/filmhistoriker-om-hollywoodstjarnan-
fran-bjurholm-en-av-de-verkligt-stora-9e518 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Sydsvenskan. “RECENSION: Han var svensken som typecastades som 
kinesisk gangster i Hollywood.” November 7, 2024. https://www.sydsvenskan.se/2024-11-
07/han-var-svensken-som-typecastades-som-kinesisk-gangster-i-hollywood/ 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Göteborgs-Posten. Hilton, Johan. “Kulturkrönika: Filmhistoriens mest 
kända asiat kom från Västerbotten.” July 14, 2024. 
https://www.gp.se/kultur/kulturkronika/filmhistoriens-mest-kanda-asiat-kom-fran-
vasterbotten.0b685160-dd65-44d2-a658-a9727c906d5b 
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Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Hufvudstadsbladet. “RECENSION: Augustnominerad fackbok lyfter fram 
bortglömd svensk Hollywoodstjärna.” November 25, 2024. https://www.hbl.fi/2024-11-
25/augustnominerad-fackbok-lyfter-fram-bortglomd-svensk-hollywoodstjarna/ 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Kulturen. “Augustpriset 2024: Här är de nominerade böckerna.” October 
21, 2024. https://www.expressen.se/kultur/bocker/augustpriset-2024-har-ar-de-nominerade-
bockerna/ 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. P4 Dokumentär. “Charlie Chan - detektiven som försvann.” April 18, 
2024. https://www.sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/charlie-chan-detektiven-som-forsvann 

Khavar Fahlstedt, Kim. Stil. “Barnsligt kul – en växande trend för vuxna även efter jul.” 
December 20, 2024. https://www.sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/barnsligt-kul-en-vaxande-trend-for-
vuxna-aven-efter-jul.  

Collaborations outside academia 
Drake, Leyla Belle. Panel discussion on the theme “Resistance” (in which I spoke of the anti-
Vietnam war movement), moderated by Dagens Nyheter’s Vesna Prekopic. Club Folle, Årsta 
Folkets Hus, March 15, 2024. 

Hjorthén, Adam. Lectures about the 2024 US election and the election result for, e.g., 
Senioruniversitetet i Uppsala, Utrikespolitiska föreningen i Linköping, Furuboda folkhögskola, 
and Fryshuset gymnasium. 

Other 
Hjorthén, Adam. Associate editor of Swedish-American Studies. 

Hjorthén, Adam. Member of the Advisory Committee of the Swenson Swedish Immigration Research 
Center, Augustana College, Rock Island, IL. 

Hjorthén, Adam. Member of the Executive Council, Society for the Advancement of 
Scandinavian Studies (SASS). 

Troy, Maria Holmgren. “Amerikansk dystopi och tidsresa i svensk översättning.” 
Humanistdagarna 2024, Karlstad University, October 9-10, 2024. 

https://www.expressen.se/kultur/bocker/augustpriset-
https://www.sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/charlie-chan-detektiven-som-forsvann
https://www.sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/barnsligt-kul-en-vaxande-trend-for-vuxna-aven-efter-jul
https://www.sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/barnsligt-kul-en-vaxande-trend-for-vuxna-aven-efter-jul
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